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 RACHEL CARSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

100 Tschiffely Square Road  

Gaithersburg, MD  20878  

(301) 840-5333 

FAX (301) 840 -5366 

 

Office of the Principal          

August 1, 2011  
 

Dear Students and Parents/Guardians: 

 

Welcome to the 2011-2012 Rachel Carson Elementary School academic year.  I hope everyone is enjoying a 

wonderful, relaxing summer. Iôm sure after seeing Cars 2, Captain America, The Green Lantern, Thor, 

Transformers, and of course, Harry Potter, and swimming every day, students canôt wait to return to school 

and parents canôt wait for school to begin! J 
 

Itôs hard to believe I am beginning my tenth year as principal of Rachel Carson; I continue to be proud of the 

accomplishments of our students and my staff, and the wonderful parental support we receive.  Together we 

offer a wealth of opportunities for learning and character building, so our children can develop their talents and 

abilities to their fullest potential. 
 

As you know, each new school year brings change.  Enclosed is our staff roster (professional and support staff) 

to update you on changes in staffing, and to provide you with the names of our new and returning teachers.  At 

this writing, this list includes tentative grade level assignments due to current enrollment and potential staffing 
adjustments.  There may be some changes to classroom teacher grade level assignments prior to the opening 

of school. 
 

As was the case last year, we will be posting class lists on Friday August 26, due to anticipated late 
minute staffing decisions.  Much thought has gone into student placements and class groupings for this year.  

As always, our priorities for grouping students included the student's academic level, as well as ensuring 

gender, racial, and ethnic balance for each class.  The staff at the school put considerable time into balancing 

these classes and student placements will not be changed.   
 

As these tight budget times continue, we appreciate the funding and support the Montgomery County 

Public Schools (MCPS) has received from the County Council. We recognize that it is imperative to use 

our resources in the most efficient and effective manner.  MCPS staffing allocations are based on 

projected enrollment. In some cases, it may become necessary for staffing changes to occur in schools if 

enrollment comes in below projection and doesn't justify the staffing that was allocated.  If there is a need 

to make an adjustment in staffing based on actual enrollment, we will do our best to minimize the impact 

of these necessary adjustments. We will keep you informed and alert you of any changes that may occur 

at our school. 
 

Our first event of this school year will be our Sneak Preview on Friday, August 26, 2011.   Our Grades 3-5 

students will be able to meet their teachers from 10:30-11:30 a.m. (Grades 3-5 only), and students in 

Grades Kindergarten-2 can meet their teachers from 2:00-3:00 p.m. (Grades K-2 only).  In order to 

alleviate the massive numbers of people in the building at one time and the stress this can create, parents who 

have children in both grade level categories will need to plan on visiting in both the morning and afternoon. 

Please adhere to the time frames in accordance to your child/renôs grade level(s), as our teachers will be 

participating in grade specific staff development when not scheduled to meet and greet their students.  Students 

and parents can take this opportunity to visit their classrooms and meet their new teachers.   
 

All fourth and fifth grade students who have qualified to be a patrol should meet with Mr. Whitman and 

Mrs. Bannon, Patrol Sponsors, at 9:30 a.m. to review their duties and responsibilities for the first week 

of school.   
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There will be a special meeting for parents of Kindergarten children from 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. after the Sneak 

Preview on Friday, August 26.  During this meeting, updates on transportation will be given, and staff will 

answer parent questions.   
                                                                  

Our first PTA meeting will take place on August 30, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Parents of students new to 

RCES are invited to join the administrative staff at 6:30 p.m. for a question and answer session.  Back-
to-School Night for parents of students in Pre-K, Kindergarten, and Grades 1 and 2 is scheduled for 6:30 

p.m. on Tuesday, September 6.  Back-to-School Night for parents of students in Grades 3-5 is scheduled for 

6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 7.  The teachers will communicate their expectations, plans, and 

procedures for the year.  Each teacher will present their program twice during the evening so those parents 

with two or more children can visit at least two classrooms.  A general session will be held for all parents in 

the All-purpose Room on each night, prior to the classroom presentations.  Parents will be able to visit our art, 

music, P.E. and resource rooms on these nights as well.  
 

Information concerning the bus runs for the school year is enclosed.  If you have any questions regarding bus 

transportation, please contact Mrs. Hazel Gregg, Transportation Cluster Manager, at 301-353-0822 or Mr. 

Fred Punturiero, Depot Manager, at 301-353-0815.  Each bus will have a route number displayed in its side 

window.  In addition, a color will be assigned to each bus to make it easier for children to remember their bus 

(see bus information for route number and color in the accompanying packet).  During the first week of 

school the buses will not always run exactly according to this schedule.  Please have your children out at least 

10 minutes early and have them wait at least 10 minutes past the scheduled time until our buses settle into their 

routines.  We are asking that children who are bus riders, ride their buses on the first day of school.  This is 

especially important for our kindergartners.  Any student riding a bus that he/she is not assigned must have a 

note from their parents, and that note must be brought to the office or given to the classroom teacher as early as 

possible.  Students are not permitted to ride a bus other than their own without written permission from 

their parents. 
 

If your child is entering Pre-K or Kindergarten, please prepare an index card with his/her name, bus number 

and corresponding bus color, and pin it to his/her clothing for the first week or two.  Discuss safety procedures 

for going to and from school.  If you have to transport your child by auto or van, please remember to use 

the legal drop-off points on Tschiffely Sq. Road, and other nearby streets.  For your convenience, our 

parking lot is available as a ñKiss and Rideò area for drop-off and pick-up.  Please obey the drop-off 

and pick-up signs that will indicate where parents may allow their children to exit and enter cars.  

Parents must be patient when using this area.  You may allow your child to exit/enter your car from the 

beginning of the parking lot sidewalk to the sign that indicates ñEnd of Kiss and Ride.ò  As always, the 

bus lane is off limits to automobiles between the hours of 8:30-9:30 a.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
 

Enclosed you will find a packet of information about Rachel Carson ES and a letter from Liz Fontek, our PTA 

president.  Please take time to read this information with your child prior to the start of school.  On the first day 

of school, please look forward to receiving another packet of information that will contain a variety of forms 

and announcements from the school and PTA.  Please be sure to complete and return all necessary forms. 
 

Rachel Carson ES is a great place to learn and grow; due to the dedicated efforts of the staff, who provide your 

children with an excellent experience academically, socially and emotionally, as well as our parents, who 

support us every day.   
 

We hope you enjoy the rest of your summer and look forward to seeing you soon!    

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Lawrence D. Chep 

Principal  
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RACHEL CARSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

STAFF ROSTER 2011 -2012  
PRINCIPAL:  MR. LARRY CHEP  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL:  MS. CATHRINE SHINN  
 

HOMEROOM TEACHERS      

PRE-K Ms. Sebastian Hand 
K  Ms. Jaime Bauer  

K  Mrs. Sondra Caplan   
K  Mrs. Sue Cunningham         

K  Mrs. P.J. Friend    

K  Mrs. Hana Marcus 
K  Ms. Dena Muaket         

1  Mrs. Beth Bell      
1  Ms. Whitney Henry 

1  Mrs. Jill Kelley 
1  Ms. Ilana Newman 

1  Ms. Jaclyn Nicoletta         

1  Mrs. Michelle Robinson      
2  Mrs. Lilit Bayburtian       

2  Mrs. Nancy Blumenschein 
2  Ms. Jennifer Chan       

2  Ms. Johanna Dushek 

2  Mrs. Cynthia Monroe-Bishop 
2  Mrs. Anita Tempchin      

3  Mrs. Alisha King    
3  Ms. Rachel Lubkin 

3  Mrs. Shannon Medina 
3  Ms. TBD     

3  Mrs. Cheryl Sherstad 

3  Mrs. Jennifer Armenta (Formerly Ms. Sindall)      
4  Mrs. Andrea Aufderheide        

4  Mrs. Linda Dembrow 
4  Ms. Cindy Dembnicki  

4  Mrs. Susan Gent 

4  Mrs.Carmen Haddaway         
4  Ms. Alexa Way  

5  Mrs. Isabelle Blanc        
5  Mrs. Gina Bannon  

5  Ms. Cindi Lostritto 
5  Mr. Allen McIlvried 

5  Ms. Crissi Troilo 

 
 

SPECIALISTS   
Staff Development  Mr. Randy Ash        

ESOL     Mr. William Medina    
ESOL    Mrs. Carrie Then 

ESOL    Mrs. Larissa Valouiski s 
Home School Model   Mrs. Melissa Belkin 
Home School Model  Mrs. Tami Wisniewski-Dollar  
Home School Model   Mrs. Jane Osorio  

Home School Model  Mrs. Roberta Robbins 
Home School Model (.5)  Mrs. Tracey Alalouf 
Art    Ms.  Patti Connell    
Art (.5)     Mrs. Nannette Horan   
Media Specialist   Mrs. Perri Slosky    
 



 

 4 

General Music   Ms. Julia Malafarina    

General Music (.4)  Mrs. Yevgeniya Oleshkevich 
General Music (.1)  Ms. Carla Wardell 
Music (Instrumental)   Ms. Terri Moraca         
PE    Mr. Doug Whitman 
PE (.4)    Mr. Chris Lyons 
PE (.1)    Mr. Aaron Kirby 
Reading Initiative   Mrs. Regina Ausherman 
Reading Initiative   Mrs. Francie Leibovitch 
Reading Specialist   Mrs. Kimberly McIntyre 
Guidance   Mrs. Michelle Vaca 
Guidance (.5)   Mrs. Heather Eig 
Sp/Lang Pathologist  Mrs. Marion Bisselle       
Sp/Lang Pathologist (.7)   Mrs. Karlene Williams 

 
SUPPORTING SERVICES STAFF  
  

Main Offic e 
Administrative Secretary    Mrs. Brenda Bona Long 

Attendance Secretary   Mrs. Claudia MacDonald 

School Secretary 1 (.5)   Mrs. Denise Perez 
 

Paraeducators    Lunch Hour Aides  

Mrs. Susan Gowing   Mr. Billy Castle 
Mrs. Barbara Kahla   Mrs. Nareerat French 

Mrs. Carol Kasunic   Mrs. Barbara Kahla 
Ms. Blair Lashley   Mrs. Franki Mirkin  

Mrs. Mary Latorre   Mrs. Denise Perez      

Mrs. Lisa Latour    Mrs. Robyn Rosenthal  
Mrs. Franki Mirkin   Mrs. Madhvi Shah 

Mrs. Robyn Rosenthal   Mrs. Caryn Yuen     
Mrs. Beth Simon   Mrs. Amy Zuo      

Mrs. Susan Suit    Ms. Arianna Latorre     
         

Media Assistant    Health Room Technician  

Mr. Tim Aley    Mrs. Kathy Hanna 
 

Instructional Data Assistant   School Nurse  
Mrs. Mary Foringer   Ms. Kathleen Mesick    

 
Food Services  

TBD 

Mrs. Janet Sier 
 

Building Services  
Building Services Manager  Mr. Harvey Custis 

Building Services Assistant Manager Mr. David Besaw   
Building Service Workers  Mr. Joe Bennett 

     Mr. Eric Manzano     

     Ms. Martha Amaya 
     Mr. Chun To 

 
School Psych ologist  

Dr. Jim Suit 
 

Pupil Personnel Worker  
Ms. Tami Niedomanski 
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RACHEL CARSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
PARENT HANDBOOK  

OF 
POLICIES, PRACTICES, PROCEDURES 

2011-2012 

 
 

School Hours 
 

  Office Hours 8:00-4:00 
  First Bell 8:40 
  Late Bell 8:50 
  Grades K-5 8:50-3:05 
  A.M. Pre-K 8:50-11:25 
  P.M. Pre-K 12:25-3:05 
  Early Dismissal 12:35 
   

 
SCHOOL HOURS 
Normal school hours are 8:50 a.m. to 3:05 p.m. for grades kindergarten through five.  Children are 
expected to arrive at school on time, but no earlier than 8:30 a.m.  Children are considered tardy at 
8:50 a.m.  School Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
TRAFFIC SAFETY:  PARKING 
Please obey the no parking signs in the bus lane, handicapped spaces and reserved spaces at the front 

of the school.  The bus lane is marked with yellow paint.  If you have to drive your child to or from 
school, please remember to use the legal drop-off points on Tschiffely Sq. Road, and 
other nearby streets.  For your convenience, our parking lot is used as a ñKiss and Rideò 
area for drop-off and pick-up.  Please obey the drop-off and pick-up signs that will 
indicate where parents may allow their children to exit and enter cars.  Parents must be 
patient when using this area.  As always, the bus lane is off limits to automobiles 
between the hours of 8:30ï9:30 a.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m.  Please do not leave cars unattended 

along the curb in the drop-off and pick-up area.   
  
 
ABSENCES 
Daily, consistent attendance at school equates with school success.  We urge students and parents to 
make school a priority and to schedule vacations around the school calendar. 
 

If your child will be absent, please call the School Office as soon after 8:00 a.m. as possible.  If you 
suspect your child has a communicable disease, please note that at the time of your call.  The school will 
attempt to verify the apparent absence of any student whose parents have not called. 
 

A dated note, stating the specific reason for an absence, signed by a parent or guardian, is required no 
later than one day following an absence.  Excused absences from school include:  illness, doctor or 
dentist appointment, death in the immediate family, observance of a religious holiday, or a court order. 
 
 
EARLY DEPARTURE 
Children who need to leave school during the day MUST bring a written excuse to the School Office in the 
morning for approval.  The parent must sign the child out when they leave school, and sign in when they 
return to school.  If a child needs to be dismissed early, the parent should report to the office to 
pick up his/her child.  Parents should not go to the classroom to pick up children. 
 
 
 

**  Indicates 

new policy 

or change 

**  Indicates 

new policy 

or change 
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LATE ARRIVAL 
Children who arrive late to school are expected to sign in at the office.  Parents are required to sign 
their children in at the office, or students are expected to have a written excuse for tardiness from 
their parent or legal guardian.  TARDINESS HAS BEEN A REAL PROBLEM FOR MANY STUDENTS, 
AND IT NEGATIVELY IMPACTS EVERY STUDENT AND TEACHER.  Students who demonstrate 
excessive tardiness will be required to serve detention after school. 
 
 
BREAKFAST 
Students who eat breakfast at school will be permitted to enter at 8:30 a.m.  Students should go directly 
to the cafeteria.  Students who eat breakfast are expected to be available for learning by 8:50 a.m. in their 
homeroom class. 
 
 
RECESS/LUNCH 
The recess/lunch period is one hour.  Menus are sent home prior to the first day of each month.  Hot 
lunches are served daily with alternate choices.  We will be participating in the SNAP program again this 
year; a system that sets up individual accounts for student monies to purchase lunch.  Reminders will be 
sent home when a studentôs balance starts to get low.  Checks can be submitted at any time to deposit 
money into an account.  Please refer to the enclosed flier for more information.  School lunch prices are 
as follows: 
 

 Lunch    $2.50 (includes milk)  Milk  $ .60   
 Reduced Lunch  $ .40    Chips $ .75 
 Breakfast   $1.30    Cookies $ .25 
 Reduced Breakfast $ .00    Ice Cream $ .50 
 

Free or reduced lunches are available to eligible students.  Guidelines and application forms are available 
in the school office. 
 

A student who forgets his/her lunch or money will be given a cheese sandwich.  Students will be 
charged $ .50 for the sandwich, payable the following day. 
 

Recess/Lunch Schedule 
 10:30-11:00  3

rd
 Grade Recess  11:00-11:30 3

rd
 Grade Lunch 

 11:00-11:30  1
st
 Grade Recess  11:30-12:00 1

st
 Grade Lunch 

 11:30-12:00  2
nd 

Grade Recess  12:00-12:30 2
nd 

Grade Lunch 
 12:00-12:30  Kindergarten Recess  12:30-1:00 Kindergarten Lunch 
 12:30-1:00   4

th 
& 5

th
 Grades Recess  1:00-1:30 4

th
 & 5

th
 Grades Lunch 

 

Lunch Schedule ï Early Dismissal (No Recess) 
 10:15-10:45 1

st 
& 3

rd
 Grades   

 10:50-11:20 2
nd

 Grade  
 11:25-11:55  Kindergarten  
 12:00-12:30 4

th
 & 5

th
 Grades  

 
 
CONCERNS 
If you have questions that are specific to your childôs progress or a classroom issue, please approach 
your childôs teacher or appropriate staff member directly before bringing the concern to school 
administration.  It is important to keep open lines of communication between parents and teachers to 
ensure the best education for your child. 
 
 
TELEPHONE CALLS 
Teachers and students will be called to the telephone from classrooms only for emergencies.  The most 
convenient time to call teachers is before school or after school. 
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PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Parent-teacher conferences will be scheduled on an appointment basis in November.  These conferences 
provide a planned opportunity for parents and teachers to discuss a child's achievement and to plan 
cooperatively for continued student progress.  Parent-teacher conferences will be held on November 10 
and 11, 2011. 
 
 
**VISITING CLASSROOMS/VOLUNTEERING/ENTERING THE BUILDING 
Parents are encouraged to visit the school and may observe their children's classrooms.  It is best to 
arrange a visit ahead of time by calling your child's teacher, the assistant principal, or the principal 
beforehand, since the class may be having a test or be out on a field trip.  As part of our schoolôs new 
security procedures, visitors will be required to ñringò into the office using the new front door 
entry system and inform the office staff the reason for their visit. Once visitors/parents/volunteers 
are ñbuzzedò into the building, they MUST report to the office to provide a picture ID (**driverôs 
license), sign in, and receive an identification sticker.  While visiting, please remember that an 
observation visit is not the time to talk to teachers.  If you wish to discuss a matter with your child's 
teacher, please make a separate conference date.  Parent comments are encouraged and valued.  
Parents are asked to take into account when visiting that much precedes and follows the segment of the 
day observed. 
 
 
LOST & FOUND 
Found articles of clothing, hats, gloves, lunch boxes, and other items will be periodically displayed 
throughout the year during special events.  Children should check the Lost and Found area for missing 
possessions.  The Lost and Found Storage is in the hallway adjacent to the lunchroom.  Eyeglasses and 
other delicate items are secured in the main office.  PLEASE LABEL ALL CLOTHING. 
 
  
EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING 
In case of emergencies that make it impossible for Montgomery County Public Schools to open, 
information regarding school operations is announced publicly as soon as possible on area radio and 
television stations, Cable Channel 60, County Cable Channel 6 or Cable Channel 34-MCPS TV, at 
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org or at Schools-Out.com, and on a taped telephone message service at 
301-279-3673.  Emergency email announcements are available by signing up for MCPS QuickNotes on 
the school systemôs home page.  If schools are closed or delayed, the announcement is made no later 
than 6:00 a.m. (or the night before, if possible).  If schools are closing early, the announcement is made 
by 11:00 a.m.  PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SCHOOL. 
 

Delayed Opening.  In the event of snow or other hazardous weather conditions, school may open two 
hours later than usual to assure bus safety.  All students who normally ride school buses will be picked up 
two hours later than their regularly scheduled pick-up time on delayed opening days. 
 

When a two hour delayed school opening is called, A.M. Pre-K classes will be cancelled. 
 

Early Dismissal.  When early dismissal of students is necessary due to inclement weather, school will 
close 1 1/2 hours early.  Buses may run late because of hazardous road conditions.  A lunch period will 
be scheduled for students prior to dismissal. 
 

Announcements will be made on local radio and television stations.  Parents are urged to tune in to local 
news stations to find out about school closings. 
 

In the event of an early closing, it is essential that children know what they are to do and where they are 
to go.  Parents should give children specific instructions, which should also be on file at the school.  If 
changes are made to these instructions, the school should be notified.  P.M. Pre-K does not normally 
meet on early dismissal days. 
 
 
LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER 
Library services, under the direction of a full-time library media specialist, Mrs. Perri Slosky, are available 
to all students during the regular school hours and for 15 minutes before school.  Children may check out 
two books at a time for up to two weeks.  Books may be checked out more frequently if the children wish. 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
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**BIRTHDAYS 
Students are permitted to bring in store-bought goodies to be shared with classmates.  Given the current 
demands of the curriculum, we cannot have birthday parties for students.  Decorations, balloons, 
and/or parties will not be allowed!  However, treats can be shared during lunch, recess, or snack.  
**Snacks/treats should be dropped off in the office (Grades 2-5).  The teachers of students in Grades 
K and 1 will make arrangements with parents about snack delivery.  According to MCPS policy, home-
baked goods are not permitted for distribution at school.    **BIRTHDAY INVITATIONS ARE NOT 
TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN SCHOOL!    
 
 

CONTINGENCY PLAN FOR SCHOOL EVACUATION 
In the event of an emergency evacuation of the school for a sustained period of time, students will walk 
with their teachers or be transported to Quince Orchard High School (301-840-4686).  This constitutes a 
portion of our contingency plan for unusual circumstances far beyond the usual and routine fire drill 
procedures.  It is urgent in the event of an emergency or disaster that we have up to date emergency 
information on your child.  Please keep the school office informed of any changes in emergency 
contact and/or day care arrangements.  Our school will conduct ten (10) required fire drills and four (4) 
required emergency drills (2 each) during the school year. 
 
 

ILLNESS/MEDICATIONS 
A child who is ill is routinely sent to the School Health Room.  The school nurse or school health 
technician will assess the child, contact the parent or guardian, and send the child home if necessary.  
Any child with an elevated temperature of 100 degrees or above is sent home.  It is recommended that 
your child be free from fever for 24 hours before returning to school. 
 

It is likely that some time during the school year your child will have a medication prescribed for the 
treatment of a health problem.  As a general policy, the school recommends that children receive 
medication at home whenever possible.  In the event your physician decides your child needs to receive 
medication during the school day, certain procedures must be followed.  For more information, contact 
Ms. Kathleen Mesick, School Community Health Nurse, or the school health technician, Mrs. Kathy 
Hanna, at 301-840-5333 and read the information below. 
 
 

MEDICATION POLICY 
In the event that your physician decides that your child needs to receive medication at school during the 
school day, MCPS Form 525-13, Authorization to Administer Prescribed Medication, must be completed 
and on file.  Forms are available in the School Office and in the Health Room. 
 

If you don't have access to the proper form, a written order on the physician's stationery or prescription 
pad is acceptable, provided it includes the following information: 
 a. Your child's name 
 b. Name of medication being ordered 
 c. Dosage 
 d. Time of administration 
 e. Possible side effects 
 

The first full day's dosage of any new prescription must be administered at home.  Medication must be 
brought to the school by the parent or guardian.  Under no circumstances will medication be given which 
is brought to school by a student.  Medication must be properly labeled by a pharmacist.  Over-the-
counter medication, e.g., aspirin, must also be prescribed by a physician as noted above and brought to 
the school by the parent or guardian in the original container with the dosage labeled by the 
manufacturer. 
 
 

BAR T KIDS CLUB 
A before and after school extended day program is offered for children of parents employed outside the 
home.  Recreation and sport activities, supplemented by games, music, arts & crafts, free time, and 
opportunities to complete school homework assignments are provided before school from 7:00 to 8:50 
a.m. and/or after school from 3:05 to 6:30 p.m.  Care is available to enrolled students on snow days, 
school holidays, and during the winter and spring vacation breaks. 
To find out more about the Bar T Kids Program, call 301-417-0486. 
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SCHOOL SAFETY PATROLS 
Rachel Carson has a fine group of responsible boys and girls serving as school safety patrols.  They go 
on duty at 8:20 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  Mrs. Gina Bannon and Mr. Doug Whitman are the patrol sponsors.  
Parents should impress upon their children the importance of following patrol instructions. 
 
 

BEHAVIOR/DISCIPLINE 
Children are expected to conduct themselves in such a manner that they and their classmates will gain 
the most from their school experience.  School provides many opportunities for children to develop 
respect for others and the ability to work, learn, and live together in harmony. 
 

Behavior and discipline are shared responsibilities of the home and the school.  A cooperative and 
supportive partnership benefits students best and leads to the best type of discipline: self-discipline.   
 

School disciplinary measures range from student-teacher conferences to suspension.  More favored 
forms of school disciplinary actions include keeping children after school and parent conferences.  
Occasionally, a student's behavior may warrant suspension.  Examples of these offences include 
insubordination, obscenity, and repeated violations of school expectations.  Each case is handled on an 
individual basis in accordance with county school board policy. 
 

 
SAFETY:  BUSES 
Parents are responsible for student safety at bus stops (school safety patrols assist).  Students 
who wish to go home with a classmate after school (either walking or riding a different bus) must 
bring a note to the office in the morning for verification.  The bus drivers will not allow students 
on buses without written parent/school permission. 
 

For problems concerning bus routes and stop locations, call Mrs. Hazel Gregg, Transportation Cluster 
Manager at 301-353-0822 or Mr. Fred Punturiero, Depot Manager at 301-353-0815. 
 
 

SAFETY:  CROSSING GUARD 
The safety division of the Gaithersburg City Police will post a crossing guard daily at the intersections of 
Tschiffely Square Road and Kent Oaks Road, and Kent Oaks Road and Little Quarry Rd.  Our guards are 
on duty from 8:20 to 8:50 a.m. and from 3:05 to 3:25 p.m. daily.  Please teach your child to use the 
services of these Crossing Guards.  Using the Crossing Guard is a safe practice to be emphasized.   
 
 

PICK-UP/DROP-OFF 
For parents who drop off and pick up their children to/from school, a ñKiss and Rideò area will take place 
in our school parking lot (not our bus lane).  We are asking parents to refrain from using the Kent Oaks 
Way sidewalk for the Kiss and Ride.  A Kiss and Ride area is a place designated for dropping off and/or 
picking up passengers.  As parents circle around in the parking lot, they should move up to the farthest 
position marked along the curb closest to school.  This area may not be used for parking or standing.  
Parents cannot leave their vehicles unattended in this area.  Please remember, parents must exercise 
patience and caution when using the Kiss and Ride area.  
 

You may use the legal spaces on Tschiffely Square Road, Kent Oaks Way, or other streets near the 
school for pick-up and drop-off purposes.  The bus lane is off limits to vehicles other than school 
buses between the hours of 8:30 ï9:30 a.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
 

Please make clear arrangements with your child as to your afternoon pick up plan.  Make sure your child 
knows what to do if you are unexpectedly late.  If this happens, your child may be told to return to the 
school office as part of your contingency plan. 
 

 
HOMEWORK 
Homework is an integral part of school and learning.  It is expected that students spend time nightly on 
extending their attainment of skills and knowledge.  A Homework Policy will be distributed on the first day 
of school. 
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REPORT CARDS 
Standard report cards will be issued four times (two times for Kindergartners) during the school year:  
November 10, February 2, April 7, and June 23 (mailed).  Kindergarten report cards will be issued in 
January and June.   

 
 

MARKING PERIODS FOR 2009-2010 
 

 Marking Period  Marking Period Ends  Report Card Distribution 
 

  1st  October 28, 2011  November 10, 2011 
 

  2nd  January 20, 2012  February 1, 2012 
 

  3rd  March 29, 2012   April 12, 2012 
 

  4th  June 12, 2012   June 21, 2012 
        (mailed)  
 
 
WITHHOLDING OF FINAL REPORT CARD 
Students who have not fulfilled all financial obligations or who have not returned all books will have 
their final report card withheld until all obligations are met.  After obligations are met, final report 
cards may be picked up in the school office by parents. 
 
 
**CELL PHONES 
Students may possess portable communication devices on MCPS property only if a written parent 
request is made to the principal.  Cell phone use is for emergencies only!  It is the student's 
responsibility to ensure that the device is turned off and out of sight during the instructional day. The 
student may not turn on/use the device until the end of the official instructional day, when he/she 
is off school grounds.  Use of devices while riding to and from school on MCPS buses is not permitted, 
since it may impact the safe operation of the school bus. For non-emergency calls, students may ask 
permission to use the school phones to contact parents.  The consequence for a student who violates this 
policy is cell phone confiscation, which will only be returned to a parent or guardian. 
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Rachel Carson Elementary School  
 
 

SNEAK PREVIEW (SNEAK PEEK)  
 
 

Friday, August 26 
 
 

10:30 to 11:30 a.m. (Grades 3-5 Only) 
2:00 to 3:00 p.m. (Grades K-2 Only) 

 
**Patrols arrive at 9:30 a.m. for a meeting with  

Mrs. Bannon and Mr. Whitman in the gym** 
 

 
*** Meet your teacher *** 

 
*** Get a sneak peek at your school *** 

 

§§TEACHERS WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE TO MEET THEIR STUDENTS AT 
THEIR DESIGNATED SNEAK PEEK TIME DUE TO GRADE LEVEL SPECIFIC 

TRAINING§§ 
 

What is a sneak preview? 
 

It is a time to bring your child to school to find his/her classroom, to see the school, 
meet the teacher, and enjoy the excitement of a new start!  It is designed to reduce 
beginning of the year anxiety and help your child prepare emotionally for the start of 
school.  It is an opportunity to encourage your child to see the positives of a new year 
and a new teacher. 
 

This sneak preview is not like Back-To-School Night in that teachers are still busy 
preparing and planning for the opening of school.  Please do not try to hold a 
conference with teachers.  Instead, enjoy a walk through the school, a brief visit to your 
classroom(s) and conversation with your child about the coming year. 

 
Welcome and enjoy your visit! 

 
 

ATTENTION PARENTS OF KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN ï 
A SPECIAL PARENT INFORMATION MEETING WILL BE HELD IMMEDIATELY 

FOLLOWING YOUR SNEAK PREVIEW 
3:00-3:30 p.m. 

 

IN THE All-PURPOSE ROOM 
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WELCOME TO PARENTS OF STUDENTS NEW TO 

RACHEL CARSON  
 

 

 

 

A special meeting will be held for you  
 

as parents of students  
 

new to our school  
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, August 30, 2011  
 

6:30 p.m.  
 

*(followed by our first PTA Meeting)  
 

at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please join us in the All-Purpose Room 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rachel Carson Elementary School Calendar 
2011-2012 
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August 

26 Sneak Preview  * (10:30-11:30 a.m. ï Grades 3-5 only) * (2:00-3:00 p.m. ï Grades K-2 only)   

29 First Day of School for Students 

 Sally Foster Gift Wrap Fundraiser Begins  

30 6:30 p.m. New Parent Welcome (All Purpose Room) 

 7:00 p.m. PTA Meeting (All Purpose Room) 

   
September  

1 5:00-7:30 p.m.  Back to School Picnic (*Tentative Rain Date September 2) 

5 Labor Day - No School 

6 6:30 p.m.  Back-To-School Night (Grades Pre-K-2)  

7 6:30 p.m.  Back-To-School Night (Grades 3-5)  

TBD Sally Foster Gift Wrap Orders Due 

23 8:00 a.m. Dads & Donuts (All Purpose Room) 

28 12:35 p.m. Early Dismissal ï Teacher Grading and Planning 

29 Rosh Hashanah ï No School 

 
October 

3-7 Fall Scholastic Book Fair  

4 6:30 p.m./7:00 p.m.  Principalôs Tea/PTA Meeting (AP Room) 

5 Family Night ï Pizza Dinner & BINGO (All-purpose Room) 

10 9:00-11:00 a.m.  Columbus Day - Open House 

21  Maryland State Teacher Conferences - No School 

28 First Marking Period Ends 

 1:30 p.m.  Halloween Walk for the Homeless, Parade & Parties  

31  Professional Day - No School (Report Card Prep/Planning) 

 
November 

1 6:30 p.m./7:00 p.m.  Principalôs Tea/PTA Meeting (@ Governor Square Apts.)  

10 12:35 p.m.  Early Dismissal ï Parent/Teacher Conferences (No Pre-K) 

 First Marking Period Report Cards Distributed (Grades 1-5) 

 Gift Wrap Distributed 

11 12:35 p.m.  Early Dismissal ï Parent/Teacher Conferences (No Pre-K)   
 Gift Wrap Distributed 

18 6:00-9:00 p.m.  Family Night ï Barnes & Noble 

23 12:35 p.m.  Early Dismissal 

24 & 25 Thanksgiving Holiday - No School 

 
December   

6 7:00 p.m.  PTA Board Meeting (Media Center) 

TBD Ability Awareness Week 

9 Winter Concert (Quince Orchard High School) 

26 - 31 Winter Break - No School 

 

 

 
 

January 
2 New Yearôs Holiday ï No School 

3 6:30 p.m./7:00 p.m.  Principalôs Tea/PTA Meeting (Media Center) 
11 7:00 p.m.  Family Night ï Science/Invention Night 
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16  Martin Luther King, Jrôs. Birthday - No School 

20 Second Marking Period Ends 
 7:00 p.m.  Family Movie Night 

23 Professional Day (Report Card Prep) - No School 
26 RCES Spelling Bee Finals 
 

February  
1 Second Marking Period Report Cards Distributed (K-5) 
7 6:30 p.m./7:00 p.m.  Principalôs Tea/PTA Meeting (Media Center) 

14 2:00-3:00 p.m.  Class Valentine Parties 

17 8:00 a.m.  Moms and Muffins (All Purpose Room) 

20  Presidents Day - No School 

24 7:00 p.m.  Family Night ï Winter Dance (All Purpose Room) 
 

March 
2 Read Across America & Family Night 

 12:35 p.m.  Early Dismissal ï Planning/Grades 
6 6:30 p.m./7:00 p.m.  Principalôs Tea/PTA Meeting (@Governor Square Apts.) 

5-9 Spring Book Fair 
8 7:00 p.m.  Family Night 

9 Guest Reader Day 

12-22 Maryland School Assessments (MSA) - Grades 3-5 

24 Parent Fundraising Event 

29  Third Marking Period Ends  

30 Professional Day (Report Card Prep) - No School 
   

April     
2-6 Spring Break - No School 

9 Easter Holiday ï No School 

10 6:30 p.m./7:00 p.m.  Principalôs Tea/PTA Meeting (Media Center) 

12 Report Card Distribution (Grades 1-5) 

16-20 National Volunteer Week 

16-20  TerraNova Grade 2 Testing 

20 Family Night ï TBD 

23-27 Administrative Professionals Week 

30-May 4 Grade 5 MSA Science Assessment 
 

May   
1 6:30 p.m./7:00 p.m.  Principalôs Tea/PTA Meeting (Media Center) 

3-4 Kindergarten Orientation  

7-11 Teacher Appreciation Week 

18  5:30-8:00 p.m.  Family Carnival Night 

21 7:00 p.m.  Spring Concert (Quince Orchard High School) 

28  Memorial Day - No School 
TBD Field Day/Play Day 
 

June 
1 7:00 p.m.  Variety Show (Quince Orchard High School) 

5 7:00 p.m.  PTA End-of-Year Meeting (Lakelands Club House) 

8 Fifth Grade Promotion (Quince Orchard High School) 

12 Last Day of School for Students/ Fourth Marking Period Ends 

 *12:35 p.m.  Early Dismissal 
13 Professional Day for Teachers 

21  Fourth Marking Period Report Cards Mailed Home 
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Date - 2011 Event Note 

Mon, August 22 -Fri, August 26  
Mon, August 29  

¶ Professional day for teachers  
First day of school for students  

No school for students.  
 

Mon, September 5  ¶ Holiday -  Labor Day  Offices & schools closed.  

Wed, September 28  ¶ Early release day K -12.  
Planning and grades.  

Students dismissed after lunch.  

Thu, September 29  ¶ Rosh Hashanah  No school for students and teachers. 
(Note: Yom Kippur is Sat., October 8)  

Fri, October 21  ¶ MSTA Convention  No school for students and teachers.  

Fri, October 28  ¶ 1st marking period ends    

Mon, October 31  ¶ Professional day for teachers  No school for students. Some 10 -
month employees work.  

Thu, November 10  ¶ Early release day K -8. Parent 
conferences. Report cards 
distributed.  

Students dismissed after lunch.  

Fri, Novem ber 11  ¶ Early release day K -8. Parent 
conferences.  

Students dismissed after lunch.  

Wed, November 23  ¶ Early release day prior to 
Thanksgiving, K -12  

Students dismissed after lunch.  

Thu, November 24  ¶ Holiday -  Thanksgiving  Offices & schools closed.  

Fri, Novem ber 25  ¶ Holiday -  Thanksgiving  Offices & schools closed.  

Mon, December 26  ¶ Holiday -  Christmas  Offices & schools closed.  

Tue, December 27  ¶ Winter break  No school for students and teachers.  

Wed, December 28  ¶ Winter break  No school for students and teachers.  

Thu, December 29  ¶ Winter break  No school for students and teachers.  
 

Date - 2012 Event Note 

Mon, January 2  ¶ Holiday -  New Year's Day  Offices & schools closed.  

Mon, January 16  ¶ Holiday -  Martin L. King, Jr. Day  Offices & schools closed.  

Fri, January 20  ¶ 2n d marking period ends    

Mon, January 23  ¶ Professional day for teachers  No school for students.  

Wed, February 1  ¶ Report cards distributed    

Mon, February 20  ¶ Holiday -  Presidents' Day  Offices & schools closed.  

Fri, March 2  ¶ Early release day K -12.  
Plannin g and grades.  

Students dismissed after lunch.  

Thu, March 29  ¶ 3rd marking period ends    

Fri, March 30  ¶ Professional day for teachers  No school for students.  

Mon, April 2 -April 5  ¶ Spring break  No school for students and teachers. 
(Note: Passover begins April  6)  

Tue, April 3  ¶ Holiday -  Primary Election  Offices & schools closed  

Fri, April 6 & Mon, April 9  ¶ Holiday -  Easter  Offices & schools closed.  

Thu, April 12  ¶ Report cards distributed    

Mon, May 28  ¶ Holiday -  Memorial Day  Offices & schools closed.  

Tue, June  12  ¶ Last day of school for students    

Wed, June 13  ¶ Professional day for teachers    

Thu, June 21  ¶ Report cards mailed  
 
 
 
 
 

  

School Contingency Calendar, 2011-2012 
 

If the school year should be disrupted by emergencies and schools are closed, the school year will be extended. 
 

If schools are closed...         
5 days 
6 days 
7 days 
8 days 
9 days 
  

The school year will be extended by...      
one day to June 13, 2012 
two days to June 13 and 14, 2012 
three days to June 13, 14, and 15, 2012 
four days to June 13, 14, 15, and 18, 2012 
five days to June 13, 14, 15, 18, and 19, 2012 
  

 

Montgomery County Public Schools: School Year Calendar 2011-2012 
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Attention Parents of Walkers and Students 
Transported by Car: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students arriving after 8:50 a.m. are late!! 
 

Our doors open at 8:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give your child the advantage of five or ten minutes to 

unpack and prepare for instruction.  The late bell rings at 

8:50 a.m.  Your child should be here by 8:40 or 8:45 a.m.  

Supervision is available in the gym beginning at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
2011-2012 Cafeteria News and Elementary School Meals Information 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food and Nutrition Services serves over 14 million meals annually.  We support healthy meal 
options for students and continually explore new ways to enhance the nutritional contribution 
and student acceptability of meals.  For more information, visit us on the Web at 
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/foodserv 
 

 

  

 

The cafeteria continues to offer the convenience and 
flexibility of SNAP, a computerized cash register system.  
Depositing funds into a cafeteria account eliminates the 
need for a child to carry money every day.   Students enter 
their Personalized Identification Number (PIN) to access 
their account.  The PIN for students returning to the same 
school remains the same.  New students receive their PIN 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  !ƴȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƭŜŦǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
account last year is available for spending this year.  Pre-
ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
start of school.   
 

 To make a prepayment:   

¶ Use myLunchMoney.com, an online service to 

make a prepayment using a credit card.  Parents 

can also check meal account balances, sign up for 

recurring payments and much more.   Go to 

myLunchMoney.com to register.   

¶ Complete the form below and include a check 
ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
first name, last name and PIN number on the front 
of the check.   

 

Check Acceptance Policy 
Checks used to pay for schools meals must contain an address, 
phone number and student PIN number.  Returned checks are 
subject to recovery for the face value and Maryland State allowed 
fee of $35 through an electronic debit or paper draft to the same 
account.    Your payment by check constitutes your acceptance of 
these terms.  If you have any questions concerning our check 
acceptance policy, please call CHECKredi at 1-800-239-1222. 

 

 

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MEAL PRICES 

Lunch Meal   $2.50 

Reduced Price Lunch Meal $0.40 

Breakfast Meal   $1.30 

Reduced Price Breakfast Meal $0.00  

Milk    $0.60 

 
What is a School Lunch? 
Students are offered a variety of choices and may 
select up to 5 components of a meal at the regular 
meal price.  A complete meal includes: 

¶ 2 oz. of meat/meat alternate 

¶ 2 different fruits/vegetables 

¶ 1 serving whole grain/breads  

¶ 8 oz. of milk:  fat free or 1% 

 

 

 
FREE and REDUCED MEAL APPLICATIONS 
Families who meet certain federal income 
standards are eligible for free or reduced meal 
benefits.  All children use a PIN number so 
confidentiality is maintained and no child is 
overtly identified as free or reduced.    
Applications for meal benefits are sent home 
with the youngest in family in the information 
packet given out at the start of each school year.  
Only one application is needed for all students in 
a household.  A new application must be 
completed for any family requesting assistance 
this school year.   
 

PREPAYMENT FORM 

Please make the check payable to the cafeteria and include the name of your school.  Please put your childôs first name, last 

name and PIN number on the front of the check.  This check is for cafeteria purchases ONLY.  Please list each student 

separately and bring payment to the cafeteria manager.  Thank You!  

 

Student Name _________________________________________ PIN _____________ Amount $ ____________ 

 

Student Name _________________________________________ PIN _____________ Amount $ ____________ 

 

Student Name _________________________________________ PIN _____________ Amount $ ____________ 

 

Parentôs/Guardianôs Name ______________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/foodserv
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Montgomery County Public Schools School Year Calendar: 2011-12 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Noticias de la Cafetería Para el Ciclo Escolar 2011-2012 e Información Sobre las Comidas en  

las Escuelas Elementales 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Food and Nutrition Services sirve más de 14 millones de comidas anualmente.  Nosotros apoyamos opciones de 
alimentos saludables para los estudiantes y estamos  continuamente explorando nuevas opciones para mejorar  
el contenido nutritivo y la aceptación de los estudiantes de las comidas que se sirven.  Para más información, 
visítenos en nuestra página de Internet ingresando a www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/foodserv  

 
  

 

La cafetería continúa ofreciendo la conveniencia y flexibilidad de 
SNAP, un sistema computarizado de caja registradora.  Depositar 
fondos en una cuenta de la cafetería elimina la necesidad de que 
el estudiante tenga que traer dinero a la escuela todos los días.  
Los estudiantes ingresan su número de código de identificación 
personal (Personal Identification Number-PIN) para acceder a su 
cuenta.  El número de código personal para estudiantes que 
regresan a la misma escuela desde el año pasado seguirá siendo 
el mismo.  Los nuevos estudiantes reciben su número de código 
personal el primer día de clases.  Cualquier balance que haya 
quedado en la cuenta del estudiante desde al ciclo escolar 
anterior queda acreditado para su uso durante este año.  Se 
pueden hacer pagos por adelantado a la cuenta del estudiante 
antes del comienzo del ciclo escolar. 
 

Para pagar por adelantado: 

¶ Use myLunchMoney.com, un servicio en línea para 

hacer pagos por adelantado usando una tarjeta de 

crédito.  Los padres pueden revisar los balances de la 

cuenta de comida, inscribirse para hacer pagos 

periódicos y mucho más.  Ingrese a 

myLunchMoney.com para registrarse. 

¶ Complete el formulario que aparece al pie e incluya un 
cheque a nombre de la cafetería.  Por favor incluya en el 
cheque el nombre completo del estudiante y su número 
de código personal.   

 

Política de Aceptación de Cheques 
Los cheques girados para pagar por comidas escolares deben 
incluir la dirección, número de teléfono y número de código 
personal del estudiante.  Los cheques que sean devueltos serán 
recuperados por el valor que indican, más la tarifa de $35 
permitida por el estado de Maryland para ser retirada de la 
misma cuenta mediante un débito electrónico o un giro bancario.  
Al efectuar su pago por cheque, usted confirma su aceptación de 
estos términos.  Si usted tiene cualquier pregunta con respecto a 
nuestra política de aceptación de cheques, por favor llame a  
CHECKredi, teléfono 1-800-239-1222. 

LISTA DE PRECIOS DE LAS COMIDAS EN LAS 
ESCUELAS ELEMENTALES 

 

Almuerzo $2.50 
Almuerzo, Precio Reducido $0.40 
Desayuno $1.30 
Desayuno, Precio Reducido $0.00 
Leche $0.60 
 

 

¿Qué es un Almuerzo Escolar? 
A los estudiantes se les ofrece una variedad de 
opciones y ellos pueden seleccionar hasta 5 
componentes de una comida al precio regular 
de dicha comida.  Una comida completa 
incluye: 

¶ 2 oz. de carne/sustitución de carne 

¶ 2 opciones de frutas/vegetales 

¶ 1 porción de granos integrales/panes 

¶ 8 oz. de leche: descremada o con 1%  
de grasa 

 

 
SOLICITUDES PARA ALMUERZOS GRATIS O  

A PRECIO REDUCIDO 
Aquellas familias que reúnen ciertos estándares federales de 
ingresos son elegibles para recibir beneficios de comidas gratis o a 
precio reducido.  Todos los estudiantes utilizan un código de 
identificación persona, o "PIN", para mantener su privacidad y 
para que ningún estudiante sea abiertamente identificado como 
estudiante que recibe comidas gratis o a precio reducido.  Las 
solicitudes para beneficios de comida se envían a los hogares con 
el estudiante de menor edad en la familia, y  incluido en el 
paquete de información que se entrega al comienzo de cada ciclo 
escolar.  Solamente se necesita presentar una solicitud por todos 
los estudiantes que viven en el mismo domicilio.  Se debe 
completar una nueva solicitud para cualquier familia que solicite 
asistencia para este ciclo escolar. 
 

FORMULARIO DE PAGO POR ADELANTADO 
Por favor gire su cheque a nombre de la cafetería e incluya el nombre de su escuela.  Por favor incluya el nombre completo 
de su hijo y su número de código personal en el cheque.  Este cheque es ÚNICAMENTE para compras en la cafetería.  Por 
favor enumere a cada estudiante separadamente y entregue su pago a la persona encargada de la cafetería.  ¡Gracias! 
 
Nombre del Estudiante__________________________________________ PIN ____________ Valor $ _______ 
 
Nombre del Estudiante__________________________________________ PIN ____________ Valor $ _______ 
 
Nombre de Padre/Madre/Guardián  _____________________________________________________________ 
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Elementary School Menu for First Week of School  
 

  

Monday    August 29  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday    August 30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday    August 31  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday    September 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday    September 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
+ = poultry product/pollo 

^ = meatless product/sin carne 

* = pork/cerdo 
 
 

Cheese Dippers ̂

   w/ Marinara Sauce 

 

OR 

 

Hamburger 

    w/ Mixed Vegetables 

 

cucharones de queso ̂

   con salsa marinara  

 

o 

 

hamburguesa 

    con vegetales 

mezclada 

 

Personal Pizza 

  Cheese^ or Pepperoni* 

 

OR 

 

Sliced Turkey+ w/Gravy 

     and Mashed Potatoes 

pizza personal 

  queso^ o peperoni*  

 

o 

 

pavo asado con salsa y 

pure de papas 

Soft or Crunchy Taco+ 

       w/ Corn 

 

OR 

 
Chicken Patty Sandwich + 

      w/ Seasoned Potatoes 

 

taco blando o crespo+ 

       con maíz 

 

o 

 
sandwich de pollo+ con 

papas sazonadas 

Chicken Nuggets+ 

      w/ Green Beans  
     Whole Wheat Dinner Roll 

 

OR 

 

BBQ Pork Sandwich 

      w/ Tater Tots 

 

bocadillos de pollo con 

ejotes y pan de trigo 

entero  
 

o 
 

emparedado de puerco 

BBQ 

      con papas 

Pizza, Cheese^ or 

Pepperoni* 
 

OR 
 

Morningstar Chikôn 

Nuggets  ̂

       w/ Baked Beans   
     Whole Wheat Dinner Roll 

Pizza, queso^ o 

peperoni* 
 

o 
 

medellones de pollo, 

Morningstar^ con 

frijoles al horno y pan 

de trigo 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
 

Clarksburg Depot ¶ 13100 Shawnee Lane ¶ Clarksburg, Maryland 20871 
Telephone: 301-353-0815 
   Fax:  301-353-0938 

                                             
                                                 July 1, 2011 

 
 
Dear Elementary School Parent: 
 
Enclosed are route schedules for buses serving your childôs school.  Please note the appropriate time, 
location, and route number for your child.  Students should be ready and waiting to board the bus 
five (5) minutes prior to its scheduled arrival time.  Route numbers are displayed on each bus, in the 
side window.  Students who live within 1.1 miles of the school may not be eligible for transportation 
services if safe walking routes are available.  Questions should be referred to the transportation 
cluster supervisor who is responsible for your school.  
 
Bus stops previously scheduled may have been eliminated or relocated to provide economies in 
operation.  Every effort is made to minimize inconvenience to students and parents, and provide a 
reasonable level of service.  Saving support budget dollars provides more resources for classrooms. 
 
When bus stops are scheduled at intersections, students should stand safely away from traffic, within 
150 feet of the stop.  Parents are responsible for maintaining discipline and safety at bus stops.  This 
may mean that parents will have to take an active role in monitoring behavior at stops, especially 
where younger students are present.  In some cases, parents may need to escort their child to the stop 
and remain until the bus arrives.  Students waiting for buses may choose to stand in carports and 
garages for protection from the elements.  This is acceptable only if: (1) it does not alter the route; (2) 
it does not increase the number of stops; (3) it is acceptable to all parties involved; and, (4) it is 
reasonably close to the regular stop (so that a substitute bus operator, not familiar with special 
arrangements, may easily locate the students).  Please note that bus operators are only authorized to 
stop at designated stops.  Please do not request unauthorized stops.  Montgomery County Public 
Schools realizes a substantial fuel savings by limiting the number of bus stops. 
 
Students who wish to ride home on a friendôs bus, or get off their own bus at a friendôs stop must 
bring a note from their parent.  Once approved and signed by the principal, the student should give 
this note to the operator of the bus they will be riding.  This practice will normally be approved 
where space permits. 
 
Inclement weather creates many hardships for us all.  It is not possible to provide additional 
transportation during winter months or on rainy days, and for this reason, students should dress 
accordingly.  In case buses are not able to reach designated stops due to snow and ice accumulation, 
parents are encouraged to make advance arrangements with bus operators so that students who live in 
these areas can board at alternate locations when necessary.  
 
Appropriate student behavior is important to the safety and comfort of everyone.  Parents are 
encouraged to discuss behavior with their children regularly to reinforce this message.  It is important 
that all students follow the rules stated in ñRide by the Rules.ò campaign.  For more information on 
this, please visit http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/transportation/ or ask your 
school for one of the ñRide by the Rulesò pamphlets. 
 
Student transportation can only operate effectively if we all do our part to make things work.  
Parental assistance and cooperation is needed to provide a safe transportation system for student 
riders.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Fred Punturiero 
FP:ck        Depot Manager 
 
 

 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/transportation/
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
 

Clarksburg Depot ¶ 13100 Shawnee Lane ¶ Clarksburg, Maryland 20871 
Telephone: 301-353-0815 
   Fax:  301-353-0938 

                                
 1 de julio de 2011 

 
 

Estimados Padres de Estudiantes de Escuela Elemental: 
 

Adjunto les remitimos un horario de las rutas de los autobuses que sirven la escuela de su hijo/hija.  Por favor, 

tomen nota de las horas, las paradas y el número de ruta asignado a su hijo/hija.  Los estudiantes deben estar listos 

para tomar el autobús cinco (5) minutos antes de la hora de llegada señalada.  Los números de las rutas están 

indicados en cada autobús, en la ventana del costado.  Los estudiantes que viven a menos de 1.1 millas de la escuela 

pueden no ser elegibles para servicios de transporte, siempre y cuando haya caminos seguros.  Las preguntas deben 

ser dirigidas al supervisor del núcleo de transporte responsable por  su escuela.   
 

Algunas paradas de autobús, previamente señaladas, pueden haber sido eliminadas o cambiadas para economía de 

las operaciones.  Se hacen todos los esfuerzos para minimizar las inconveniencias a los estudiantes y a los padres,  y 

proveer un nivel de servicios razonable.  El ahorrar dólares en el presupuesto de servicios, ofrece más recursos para 

las clases. 
 

Cuando las paradas del autobús están señaladas en intersecciones, los estudiantes deben de pararse a una distancia 

segura del tráfico de 150 pies de la parada.  Los padres son responsables de mantener la disciplina y la seguridad en 

las paradas de los autobuses.  Esto significa que los padres deben tomar un papel activo en mantener el 

comportamiento en las paradas, sobre todo donde hay estudiantes más jóvenes.  En algunos casos, los padres deben 

acompañar a su hijo/hija a la parada y quedarse hasta que el autobús llegue. Los estudiantes que esperan el autobús 

pueden escoger pararse en portales o garajes para protegerse de los elementos.  Esto es aceptable solamente si: (1) 

no altera la ruta; (2) no aumenta el número de paradas; (3) es aceptable por todos los participantes; y (4) está 

razonablemente cerca de la parada regular (para que un conductor substituto, no familiarizado con arreglos 

especiales, pueda localizar a los estudiantes fácilmente).  Por favor sepan que los conductores de autobuses están 

autorizados a parar solamente en las paradas designadas.  Por favor, no pidan paradas no autorizadas.  Las Escuelas 

Públicas del Condado de Montgomery ahorran una cantidad substancial de gasolina limitando el número de paradas 

de autobuses. 
 

Los estudiantes que deseen regresar en el autobús de un amigo, o bajarse de su propio autobús en la parada de un 

amigo, deben traer una nota de los padres.  Una vez aprobada y firmada por el director, el estudiante debe entregar 

esta nota al conductor del autobús donde quiera viajar.  Esta práctica es normalmente aprobada, cuando lo permite el 

espacio. 
 

La inclemencia del tiempo causa muchas incomodidades para todos.  No es posible ofrecer transporte adicional 

durante los meses de invierno o los días lluviosos, y por esta razón,  los estudiantes deben vestirse apropiadamente.  

En el caso de que los autobuses no puedan llegar a las paradas asignadas debido a acumulaciones de nieve o hielo 

durante los meses de invierno, se les recomienda a los padres que hagan arreglos previos con los conductores para 

que los estudiantes que viven en estas áreas puedan subir al autobús en otras paradas cuando sea necesario.  
 

El comportamiento adecuado de los alumnos es lo más importante para su seguridad y comodidad.  Aconsejamos 
que los padres hablen del tema con sus hijos para reforzar el respeto a las normas de comportamiento, según se 
especifican en ñGuiese for las Reglas.ò  Para m§s informaci·n, por favor visiten la p§gina Web que indicamos a 
continuación. También tenemos la misma información, en forma de folletos, a su disposición en las escuelas.  

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/transportation/ 
 

El transporte de los estudiantes solamente puede operar eficientemente si todos ponemos de nuestra parte para que 

las cosas funcionen bien.  La ayuda y cooperación de los padres se necesita para brindar un sistema de transporte 

seguro para los estudiantes.   
 

      Afectuosamente, 
 

 

      Fred Punturiero 

      Jefe de  Estación 
 

FP:ck 

   

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/transportation/
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Division of Transportation 
Montgomery County Public Schools 

        August 2011 
 
 

SCHOOL:   RACHEL CARSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
SCHOOL HOURS:   8:50 a.m. to 3:05 p.m. 
BUS ROUTE SUPERVISOR: Hazel Gregg Clarksburg - 301-353-0822 
 
 

***** ROUTE #2304    PINK 
First Stop Time: 8:30 a.m. 
 

8:30 Market Street and Bright Meadow Drive  
  
 Rachel Carson Elementary School - Regular School 
 
***** ROUTE #2306    YELLOW 
First Stop Time: 8:32 a.m. 
 

8:32 Owens Glen Way and Owens Glen Terrace 
 Owens Glen Way and Ambiance Drive  
 
 Rachel Carson Elementary School ï Regular School  
   
 
***** ROUTE #2311    PURPLE 
First Stop Time:  8:20 a.m. 
 

8:20 409 Muddy Branch Road (Governorôs Square Apts.) ï Kdg. through Gr. 4 Only 
  
 Rachel Carson Elementary School - Regular School 
 
 
***** ROUTE #2314 A.M. ROUTE 2309 P.M. GREEN 
First Stop Time: 8:26 a.m. 
 

8:26 Blackberry Drive and Citrus Grove Road 
 Blackberry Drive and Cherry Blossom Lane 
 
 Rachel Carson Elementary School ï Regular School 
 
  
***** ROUTE #2316    RED  
First Stop Time: 8:22 a.m. 
 

8:22 Lakelands Drive and Linslade Street @Park 
 
 Rachel Carson Elementary School - Regular School  
 
 
 
       (Continued) 
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***** ROUTE #2317    Heron  
First Stop Time: 8:17 a.m. 
 
8:17 944 West Side Drive ï- Pre K ONLY 
 West Side Drive near Bldg. #760 ï Pre K ONLY 

409 Muddy Branch Road (Governorôs Square Apts.) ï Pre K & Grade 5 
students and their siblings ONLY  

   
 Rachel Carson Elementary School - A.M. Pre K 
 Rachel Carson Elementary School - Regular School 
 
***** ROUTE #2322 Blue 
First Stop Time:  8:20 a.m. 
 
8:20 Still Creek Lane with a house number of 719 or higher 
 Turtle Pond Lane with a house number of 712 or higher 
 
        
***** ROUTE #2325   SILVER  
First Stop Time: 8:18 a.m. 
 
8:18 Booth Street & Beacon Square Court 
 Beacon Square Court & Kentlands Blvd. 
 Rockborn Street and Pheasant Street 
 Still Creek Lane (Address of 600 to 717) 
 Short Street  
 Turtle Pond Lane (Address of 702 to 710) 
 
 Rachel Carson Elementary School ï Regular School 
  
        
***** ROUTE #2328 A.M. ROUTE #2319 P.M.    TAN 
First Stop Time: 8:28 a.m 
.  
8:28 960 Main Street @ Community Center 
 
 Rachel Carson Elementary School ï Regular School 
 
 
***** ROUTE # 2330    ORANGE 
First Stop Time: 8:20 a.m. 
 
8:20 Main Street and Gatestone Street 
  
 
 Rachel Carson Elementary School - A.M. Pre K 
 Rachel Carson Elementary School - Regular School 
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How to Communicate with RCES and the 

PTA and Receive the Weekly Parent ñHeron 

Heraldò School Newsletter 

 

Over the summer, we have revamped how the RCES community will communicate with you. 

There are four  options to consider.  

 

1) Sign up for the RCES news listserv. This listserv will send the schoolôs weekly ñHeron 

Heraldò newsletter and headline news from the RCES PTA.  You will not be able to reply 

on this listserv. Once you sign up, you will continue to receive communication until your 

children leave RCES and you unsubscribe. This also enables families to have more than 

one parent signed up to receive the newsletter. If you do not have computer access, 

please notify the school. 

 

To sign up for the new RCES News listserv, follow these 2 steps: 

1. Send in the subject of an email "subscribe" to RCES-PTA-News-subscribe@yahoogroups.ca 

2. You will get a response e-mail confirming you want to subscribe. You just hit "Reply" then 

"Send" and you will be subscribed. 

 

2) Sign up for the PTAôs Yahoo Groups forum listserv. The current Yahoo listserv 

(RCES-PTA@yahoogroups.com) is a forum for discussion about RCES PTA and its 

events. 

 

3) Consider following @RachelCarsonES on Twitter. This handle will tweet links about 

upcoming RCES events. 

 

4) For weather and school closings we strongly recommend: 

MCPS alerts:   https://alert.montgomerycountymd.gov/register.php 

 

Choose ñAlert MCPS allò from the box. 

 

AND 

 

Alert Gaithersburg:  https://alert.gaithersburgmd.gov/register.php 

 

 

 

mailto:RCES-PTA-News-subscribe@yahoogroups.ca
https://alert.montgomerycountymd.gov/register.php
https://alert.gaithersburgmd.gov/register.php
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Course-Related Fees 
 

 

Students will not be asked to pay for or provide textbooks, supplementary readers (such as 

anthologies, atlases, or workbooks), most materials of instruction, audiovisual aids, stationery 

items not commonly found in the home and required for the student to demonstrate mastery of 

course objectives, or building or office materials needed to operate schools.   

 

Students may be asked to pay for materials of instruction that primarily fit into three categories 

as follows: 

¶ Items eaten by the student as a part of the course (example:  bread baking ingredients). 

¶ Component parts of a product that will become student property (example: sculpting 

clay). 

¶ Materials of instruction or items of personal use that become the property of the student 

(example:  recorder). 

 

Students are still expected to bring individual organizational tools and personal supplies from 

home.  In addition, there are student fees which are not course-related but local school decisions 

made by the principal in collaboration with the school and parent leadership.  These may include 

fees for class snacks, special grade-level assemblies, etc.  There also may be fees related to field 

trips, but these will be shared each time there is a trip and not in advance as a school fee. 

 

We are committed to providing all students, regardless of their economic circumstances, with 

full access to the instructional program.  If you need assistance for any requested expense, or 

with providing the organizational tools and personal supplies, please contact your childôs 

teacher, our counselor, our assistant principal, or me. 

 

Parent donations of items that enhance the classroom experience are still welcomed, either as 

donations from individual parents or organized by class parents or by the PTA.  A list of these 

items also is attached to this letter and clearly titled, Voluntary Parent Donations.  They are not 

required donations and no student will be expected to provide these items, but if you care to 

contribute, it will be appreciated. 
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Rachel Carson Elementary School 

Grade Level Supply Lists 2011-2012 
 

It is recommended that students bring the following individual organizational tools and 

personal supplies to school. Grade levels have also included requests for donations (see 

back page). These items are always greatly appreciated. 

 

 

ITEMS TO CONSIDER FOR DONATIONS, PER GRADE LEVEL, ON THE BACK! 

 

 

 

Kindergarten :  Backpack (large enough to hold a 9 x 11 inch folder ï no wheels), 

one box of 24 crayons, 10 glue sticks, 1 hardcover composition book, 1 yellow 

highlighter, 2 black flair markers, 1 pair child scissors, box of thick-tip markers, 1 

box #2 pencils, 1 washable markers, 8 set, color  
 

Grade One:  Backpack (large enough to hold a 9 x 11 inch folder), one box of 48 

crayons, 12 glue sticks, sharpened #2 pencils, 1box sharpened colored pencils, 1 

pencil box, 1 2-pack 2 pocket paper folder with clasps, pencil box, eraser tops for 

#2 pencils, 1 pair child scissors, 2 black Expo markers.    
 

Grade Two: Backpack (large enough to hold a 9 x 11 inch folder), 2 one inch 

white insertable 3-ring binder, 2 personal composition books, one box of 48 

crayons, 8 large sized glue sticks, 4 boxes sharpened #2 pencils, 1 pencil 

box/pencil pouch, scissors  
 

Grade Three:  Backpack (large enough to hold a 9 x 11 inch folder), 2 glue sticks, 

two-dozen sharpened #2 pencils (non-mechanical), 4 pocket folders (solid colors 

only), 2 personal composition books, 1 pencil pouch for binder, scissors, 2 spiral 

notebooks (solid colors only), 1 box of 12 colored pencils pre-sharpened, 12ò 

ruler, 1 yellow highlighter chisel tip, 1 pair of child scissors, 1ò binder 
 

Grade Four:  Backpack (large enough to hold a 9 x 11 inch folder), one three-ring 

black binder (2-inch), 200 count wide-rule notebook paper, subject dividers (5), 2 

boxes of 12 sharpened colored pencils, 1 spiral notebook (ruled red), 2 boxes of 12 

#2 sharpened pencils (non-mechanical), 1 pencil pouch with holes for binder, 3 

highlighters (1 yellow, orange and pink), 1 12ò ruler, 4 oblong erasers, 8 ct. fine 

tip markers, 2 large sized glue sticks, 1 composition book 

Grade Five:  Backpack (large enough to hold a 9 x 11 inch folder), notebook 

subject dividers, one box of 24 crayons, glue sticks, 3 boxes of 12 #2 pencils, 

(non-mechanical),  red pens, 6 different colored pocket folders,  1 pencil pouch, 6 

different colored single subject spiral notebooks, eraser tops for pencils, scissors, 

colored pencils, loose leaf wide rule notebook paper 150 ct. 

* (No binders or Composition books) 
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GRADE LEVELS REQUESTS FOR ñVOLUNTARY PARENT DONATIONSò 

 
Kindergarten: gallon and quart-sized plastic zip-lock bags, hand sanitizers, liquid 

hand soap, slightly used tennis balls, Dixie cups 3 oz., facial tissue, disinfectant 

wipes 

 

Grade 1: box of assorted plastic forks, spoons and knives, paper plates, gallon and 

sandwich-sized plastic zip-lock bags, 2 hand sanitizers, liquid hand soap, 3 boxes 

of facial tissue, 2 canisters of disinfectant wipes, snack and celebration money 

($10) 

 

Grade 2: hand sanitizers, liquid hand soap, 3 boxes of facial tissue, 2 canisters of 

disinfectant wipes 

 

Grade 3: stickers, baby wipes, gallon and sandwich-sized plastic zip-lock bags, 

hand sanitizers, liquid hand soap, 2 boxes of facial tissue, disinfectant wipes, 

stickers, 1 box of bandaids 

 

Grade 4: boxes of facial tissues, gallon and sandwich-sized plastic zip-lock bags, 

hand sanitizers, disinfectant wipes, 5ò pointed tip stainless-steel scissors, 1 roll of 

paper towels 

 

Grade 5: gallon and sandwich-sized plastic zip-lock bags, hand sanitizers, liquid 

hand soap, 2 boxes of facial tissue, 2 canisters of disinfectant wipes  
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Saturday, August 27 �û  12:00 a.m.ï3:00 p.m. 
on the grounds of Carver Educational Services Center 

850 Hungerford Dr., Rockville, MD 
 

Bring the family and get the  

new school year off to a great start!  

Itôs 
�û  Talk with school system staff to getith school system staff to getalk with school 

systyour questions answered 

�û  Take home information and resources 

      to support your childôs learning 

�û  School supplies      

�û  Entertainment, music, childrenôs 

      activities and more 

�û  Health screenings and information 

      about community services 

�û  Top school volunteers honored 

�û  Prizes donated by local businesses 

                �û  
Visit the        website:  
 

Contact the Office of Communications and Family Outreach: 301-279-3100 

 

�û  
 
 

 

Shuttle Bus transportation will be 

provided to and from the fair 

from the following high schools 

starting at 11:30 a.m. 

Gaithersburg Northwest 

Watkins Mill Kennedy 

Wheaton Einstein 

Springbrook Blair 

Richard Montgomery Seneca Valley 

East County Community Rockville 

 
Limited  Parking 

available at Montgomery College 

 
 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/familycommunity/fair/ 

August 27, 2011 


