RCES PTA General Membership Meeting
May 12, 2026 | 7-8:00pm | Meeting called by RCES PTA Board 
Board Members Attendees:
Jason Melnyk, President | Colleen Reeves, VP Operations | Elyse Shull, VP School Support | Brooke Whitson, Co-VP School Support | Jen Clark, After School Program | Amanda Lorman, MCCPTA Representative | Rachel Tappis, QO Cluster | Ellie Younger, Treasurer | Petra Mudrock, Fundraising | Jacqueline Hagood, Secretary 
[bookmark: _yx7d9ydbfv3z]
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	Time
	Item
	Owner

	7:00 pm
	Call to Order
	Jay Melnyk


	7:15 pm
	Board Member & Chair Reports:
· Budget (Ellie)
· MCCPTA (Amanda)
· Social (Lekha)
· Staff Support (Elyse)
· QO Cluster (Rachel)
· Fundraising (Petra)
	PTA VPs & Board members

	
	
	

	7:40 pm
	Principal’s Message
	Principal Reeves

	8:00 pm
	Adjourn
	All


Board Member & Chair Reports:


· [bookmark: _wee71bmu34nh]Budget (Ellie)

RCES FY25-26 PTA Budget

Thank you to the fundraising team for their work - i was able to deposit $379.76 from two fundraisers (potomac pizza and shake shack) from over the winter.  This is a great way to build community and raise funds.

The 5th grade dance sounded very successful and all the expenses have been accounted for : $1184.70

We would like to approve the proposal for landscaping (this was a goal for last year's Apex fun run).  The quote is for $26095.

The goal for this year's Apex run is to allow for classroom refreshes. I received a request for $201.87 from the front office for materials.  We do not currently have a line item for classroom refresh; I would like to assign an amount for this so we can track spending.  

I have received a request for the 5th grade to purchase subscription to Scholastic News; the proposal is to put the $800  (6.29 x 120 students = 754.80) under "Consumable/Periodic Purchases"

Also, we are currently underspent for the year; this is good because we are low on our overall fundraising. Also, I am still expecting a number of last minute requests for funds - for example the grade level APEX funds have not been disbursed.  

Finally, I am working on bringing the PTA into compliance with the state as an entity that does charitable fundraisers.  This was not done since FY2017 and the late fee for FY2018 was $2,075.00.  I would like to allocate $10000 for these fees, in the event my waiver request is not accepted.


· [bookmark: _ge1knwbrpqee]MCCPTA (Amanda)- 

New MCCPTA Group for parents who want to advocate for screen-free schools:

WHO WE ARE: NOW Schools Beyond Screens MCPS!

We are a growing coalition of MCPS parents, educators and students who are concerned about negative impacts of technology in schools. We are affiliated with both the MCCPTA Technology Committee and Distraction Free Schools (which focuses on state legislation/policy). Through these groups, we successfully helped pass a K-12, bell-to-bell ban on smartphones in Maryland that's waiting for Governor Moore's signature.

We are now trying to build our coalition at the district level to address not only the importance of ensuring phones are properly stored, but also the many issues relating to excessive and inappropriate use of student-facing tech on school devices. As you may have heard, Los Angeles Unified School District recently passed a resolution to take concrete steps to limit screen time, and the parent organization that made it happen, Schools Beyond Screens, is supporting chapters across the country to engage in local advocacy. We are joining this nationwide movement so our reach can extend beyond PTA networks.

Be sure to share our NEW listserv address: schoolsbeyondscreens-mcps@googlegroups.com.

IMMEDIATE ADVOCACY NEED: TAKE ACTION THIS WEEK!

Because MCPS presented its revised technology policy to the Board of Education last Thursday, and the Board will vote on the policy on May 21, THIS is the month to share your thoughts with them. If you haven't already, I encourage you to email Superintendent Taylor and Board of Education members THIS WEEK to share your thoughts. You can second the list of requests I made to them in my testimony.

Here is a TEMPLATE EMAIL you can use!

TO: Thomas_W_Taylor@mcpsmd.org, Graciela_Rivera-oven@mcpsmd.org, Brenda_Wolff@mcpsmd.org, Rita_M_Montoya@mcpsmd.org, Karla_Silvestre@mcpsmd.org, Laura_M_Stewart@mcpsmd.org, Julie_Yang@mcpsmd.org, Natalie_Zimmerman@mcpsmd.org, Anuva_C_Maloo@mcpsmd.org, boe@mcpsmd.org
SUBJECT: Reduce Harmful Screen Use for Our Students
BODY:  Dear Superintendent Taylor and members of the Board of Education,

[INTRODUCE YOURSELF AND YOUR CHILDREN'S GRADES/SCHOOLS]

I echo the requests parents made at the Board of Education meeting on May 7 to:
· Conduct a comprehensive tech audit to assess how screens are used in all of our schools;
· Immediately eliminate Chromebook use for our youngest learners ages K-2;
· Consider eliminating Chromebook use for grades 3-5 except for online assessments;
· Transition away from 1:1 towards a cart or lab model for ALL students so technology can be used intentionally;
· Provide parents with access to their child's screen use at school;
· Provide parents a formal process for opting out of Chromebook use in school.
[SHARE YOUR PERSONAL EXPERIENCES! They're very powerful and stick with the reader!]


MCCPTA seeks parent feedback on school calendar priorities:

At the last Delegates Assembly, the education committee proposed that MCCPTA as a body take a position on what MCPS should prioritize when calendar planning as this is a perennial issue. Moreover, both MCPS and MCEA have as a legislative priority to remove the requirement to meet both the minimum number of hours and minimum number of school days. Since they have taken a public position, it seems right that we do too, as the body representing the largest parent organization in the county. 

There isn’t enough time to get a resolution through this school year, but we did want to send out a way to collect everyone’s feedback! 

If we were to circulate a draft resolution now, it would likely include:
· Prioritizing what is best for student learning by meeting and preferably exceeding the minimum hours and days required by the state;
· Ensuring makeup days are scheduled when they’re likely to make up actual instructional time lost;
· Advocating to remove state mandated religiously-aligned holidays, and use a consistent and secular rubric (like the one articulated in Board policy) to determine whether schools should be closed due to events such as cultural and religious observances (ie based on operational impact).
Other considerations include the number of short weeks and half days and their impact on both student learning and working families. 




· [bookmark: _dv57uk6nnts6]Social (Lekha)- 
· Variety Show - May 20th
· No end of year picnic
· [bookmark: _odoammrmbn52]Staff Support (Elyse)


· [bookmark: _ovc7solvc9av]QO Cluster (Rachel)
· No updates 
· [bookmark: _yikdp2u1ec4q]Fundraising (Petra)
Fundraiser for May and June 

· [bookmark: _i564r7u55jpn]Principal's Message
· THANK YOU to the PTA for a fabulous Teacher Appreciation Week! 🥰
· Chronic Absenteeism
· [image: ]
· 76 students enrolled for kindergarten 
· Field Day still needs more volunteers
· Kissing a goat
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